The activities of niridazole and metronidazole were compared by an agar dilution method against 40 strains of Campylobacterfetus subsp. jejuni of human origin. Niridazole had a markedly higher activity than metronidazole.
Metronidazole, a nitroimidazole, is known principally for its trichomonacidal and bactericidal action on anaerobes. Susceptibility of Campylobacter fetus subsp. jejuni is highly variable (3, 6, 8 dilution of these suspensions gave the final inoculum (105 CFU/ml). Ten-microliters (103 CFU) portions of these last dilutions were spotted on the plates with a multipoint inoculator.
Control plates without antibiotics were always incubated in the same conditions: microaerophilic atmosphere, 37°C, 48 h. Microaerophilic atmosphere was verified by the inclusion in each jar of control plates seeded with Pseudomonas * Corresponding author. aeruginosa and Clostridium perfringens (2) . The minimal inhibitory concentration was taken as the lowest concentration of the antibacterial agent which did not allow visible growth.
Our results are given in Fig. 1 . As can be seen, antimicrobial activity of niridazole was substantially higher than that of metronidazole. A general correlation was observed (correlation coefficient, 0.9 with P < 0.01). These results were in perfect agreement with those of Hof et al. 
